May 15, 2022

:Je‘?h; ey 0“[ parisn Fifth Sunday of Easter (C)

< OB % Acts 14:21-27
N L
o 5 3 Rev 21:1—5a
AF oMUy | s isisissa, sa-ss
FeoTiw

My aunt tells her husband he shouldn’t watch a

certain TV show. She says it’s an “occasion of sin.” What’s New?
What is that?
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If the attraction is not strong or has only a small probability of leading to a replacement. However, when it is a new e diseiblas
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we have no obligation to try to avoid them. excited. Revelation uses a distinctive ’
If the attraction is powerful or the probability of its leading to sin is great, Greek word, kainds, for this second kind
the occasion is called proximate. Saint Alphonsus suggested that if a person of newness. The new heaven, the new
sins four out of ten times in a particular situation, that situation should be earth, the new Jerusalem (and the new
regarded as a proximate occasion commandment mentioned in the Gospel)
of sin. suggest radical newness—the kind
Proximate or near occasions resulting from an act of God. Centuries
of sin are further classified as earlier, the prophet Isaiah had promised
necessary or voluntary. A necessary a new heaven and a new earth (see Isaiah
proximate occasion cannot be 65:17). This metaphor pointed to a time of

eschatological peace and fulfillment, a time
when the covenant relationship between
God and the people would be renewed and
last forever. This was a promise the people
held dear.

How are we to read this passage from
Revelation today? Is it referring to a time in
this life? Or, after this life? It may actually
refer to both. We believe that, with his
death and resurrection, Jesus inaugurated
this time of fulfillment. However, its
full establishment is not yet complete,

Fr. David Louch, CSsR hence the new commandment: “Love one

Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org another” (John 13:34). When we truly
......... follow this commandment and love each
other, we actually make present the new
heaven and new earth; we make real the
new Jerusalem, God’s covenant partner.
However, the ultimate fulfillment will
come when God finally brings all things to
completion. That is when everything will be
new. In what ways does your love of others strengthen them?

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

avoided or can be avoided only
with great difficulty—for example,
an occasion associated with doing
one’s job or being in prison.

A voluntary proximate
occasion is freely and voluntarily
entered. We must avoid voluntary
proximate occasions of grave sin.
Among the many means at our disposal for avoiding occasions of sin, the
sacraments of reconciliation and Eucharist have pride of place. Prayer and
self-discipline also help.

STOCK

/SHUTTERS

0oC

ENKOFF.

OD!

OR

Temptation in us truly works like this: it begins with something
small, a desire, an idea, it grows, it infects others and in the
end, it justifies itself....And all of us, when we are conquered
by temptation, ...end up feeling calm, because we have
found a justification for this sin, for this sinful attitude.
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How has the love of other people made you a better
person?




