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MASS SCHEDULE

WEEKDAY MASSES (Chapel of St Joseph) 
Mon – Fri : 6.30am, 6.30pm                       
Sat  : 6.30am

WEEKEND MASSES                               

Sat :  5.30pm (Sunset)                          
Sun : 7.30am (Mandarin),                              
9.30am, 11.30am and 5.30pm

CONFESSIONS                                     
15 mins before all weekend Masses in 
the Reconciliation Rooms in Church.

ADORATION ROOM                            
Mon – Fri : 8.00am to 9.00pm                          
Sat           : 9.30am to 7.00pm                      
Sun          : 8.00am to 7.00pm                
Public Holidays : 8.00am to 4.00pm   

COLUMBARIUM / ROSARY GARDEN / 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS                       
Mon – Sun : 8.00am to 8.00pm            

MEDIA CENTRE (BOOKSHOP)            
Sat : 4.30pm to 7.00pm                                 
Sun : 8.30am to 1.00pm                                    
Every 2nd Sunday : 8.30am to 1.00pm, 

   5.30pm to 7.00pm 

DEVOTIONS                                          
Holy Hour : First Friday @ 8.00pm                
in Main Church (unless otherwise stated)

Mass in Honour of St Joseph :                 
First Wednesday @ 8.00pm                                
in Main Church

Divine Mercy :                                                
Every Friday @ 8.00pm (except First Fri) 
in the Chapel of St Joseph

Garden Rosary :                                           
First Saturday after the 5.30pm Mass

Grotto Rosary : Every 13th of the month 
after 6.30pm Mass (weekdays only)

Holy Hour for Vocations :                       
Every Third Thursday of the month in 
the Chapel of St Joseph @ 8.00pm

Blessing of Expectant Mothers:                       
Every Fourth Sunday of the month
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Gate Opening Hours:

8.00am to 9.00pm

OTHER SERVICES

From the Desk of the Parish Priest

Feast of The Presentation of the Lord 

Blessing of Candles

Mary and Joseph, obedient to Jewish law, 
participated in two rituals after Jesus' birth: 
Mary's purification and Jesus' dedication in 
the Temple. This event, the Presentation of 
the Lord, is celebrated 40 days after 
Christmas, demonstrating their faithful 
adherence to tradition

The Presentation of the Lord commemorates 
the Temple encounter between Simeon, 
Anna, and the infant Jesus. Simeon 
proclaimed Jesus as the world’s Savior, 

foretelling the sorrow that would affect Mary. Anna shared her 
testimony, giving thanks and speaking about the child to those 
awaiting redemption.

Saint Joseph's presentation of Jesus in the Temple inspires us to 
become temples of the Lord ourselves. Reflect on your soul's need for 
purification and surrender to God. As Christ dwells within you, pray 
that His presence shines through, allowing others to encounter Him 
through you.

The Feast of the Presentation is also called "Candlemass" due to the 
tradition of lit candles, symbolizing Jesus as light to the world. It's also 
known as the "Feast of the Holy Encounter," marking the sacred 
meeting between Jesus, Simeon, and Anna in the Temple

Catholic News is available this weekend. 

Inside: first ordination at Novena Church in 27 years, the resting place 
of our previous archbishops, and how to suggest names for the new 
Tengah church. Pick up your copy today at the entrances of the Church.  

Blessing of candles will take place at the 11.30 am and 5.30 pm 
Masses.  
The blessed candles can be collected after these two Masses.  If you 
are unable to attend the Mass, then you can collect them from the 
Parish Office the following week.  



Our 180th Anniversary (2026) Series – “St Joseph: Model of All Who Work”                                                    
Article 3

People enriching our parish history

Various people have enriched our parish history – 
missionaries, naturalist, benefactors, royalty, religious 
congregations, teachers, seminarians and politicians.

As early as 1846, Mgr Dominique Lefebrve, the Vicar 
Apostolate of Cochin China, passed through 
Singapore and donated some money towards the 
building of the Kranji chapel. In 1848, Mgr Emmanuel 
Verrolles, Vicar Apostolate of Manchuria, visited the 
chapel and wrote about the poor but admirable 
catechumens and the sick but zealous Fr Anatole 
Mauduit, our parish founder. On 8 May 1853, Mgr 
Jean Baptiste Boucho, Vicar Apostolate of Malaya, 
blessed the new church in Bukit Timah.

Famous naturalist Russel Wallace, who stayed with Fr 
Anatole Mauduit for several weeks in the 1850s, gave 
us a good account of the Chinese Catholics and their 
interactions with Fr Mauduit. The poor Chinese, who 
cultivated and sold vegetables, respected Fr Mauduit 
for leaving the comforts of home to spread the faith 
in a harsh and dangerous country. They trusted Fr 
Mauduit as a ‘true friend’ because he shared with 
them the little rice and money that he had. He also 
taught children catechism in his small school, 
discussed religion with his flock in the evenings, 
counselled those in distress and visited the sick.

In the 1860s, parish priest Fr Augustin Perie hosted 
three visits of important visitors, hence affirming the 
evangelical significance of the Bukit Timah church. 
The first visit in 1862 was a delegation of two bishops 
(from Pekin and Gadara), two provicars (from 
Cambodia and Singapore), eight missionaries, several 
Sisters of Charity, Fr Jean-Marie Beurel (head of 
Missions Étrangères de Paris in Singapore) and the 
British Constable of Bukit Timah. The second visit in 
1863 was a gathering of important people from Town 
and Bukit Timah to a dinner on St Joseph’s Feast Day 
to raise funds for a new presbytery. Fr Perie raised 
$3000 to build his priest house with rooms for 
sleeping, dining, resting, catechism, the catechist and 
a school master. The third visit, in December 1869, 
was by Prince Alfred (Duke of Edinburgh and second 
son of Queen Victoria) and his contingent comprising 
the Governor and the colony’s top officials. Fr Perie 
wrote: “I welcomed him and gave him the assurance 
that the Queen, his mother, had no more loyal 

subjects than the Christians of Bukit Timah.”

The presbytery that Fr Perie had built in the 1860s 
became an interim home for new arrivals of the St 
Gabriel Brothers and the Franciscan Fathers 
through the generosity of Fr Joachim Teng (parish 
priest from 1949-1972). Fr Teng also made it a 
‘Young Teachers Home’ for trainee teachers from 
Malaya who taught in seven schools in Singapore, 
including Boys’ Town English School. The trainees 
(some became school principals and one was 
Member of Parliament Lawrence Sia) were part of 
the parish community – exchanging ideas, 
shouldering hardships and sharing happiness. Fr 
Augustine Tay, parish priest between 1986-2002, 
also had invited overseas Chinese seminarians 
studying at the Punggol Seminary in the 1990s 
(including our Mgr Peter Zhang) to stay at the 
parish house during study breaks and join him for 
the Chinese New Year reunion dinner.

Politicians had also enriched our parish 
community. In 1957, Minister of Education Mr 
Chew Swee Kee officially opened the primary 
school convent. In 1964, Fr Teng worked alongside 
Singapore’s Prime Minister Mr Lee Kuan Yew and 
his Political Secretary Mr Lee Khoon Choy in the 
Bukit Panjang Goodwill Committee Fund Raising 
Event. In 1968, Minister for Social Affairs Enche 
Othman Wok opened the Girls’ Town of the Sisters 
of the Holy Infant Jesus in Chestnut Drive with 
Archbishop Michel Olcomendy. In 1996, Minister 
Without Portfolio Mr Lim Boon Heng graced the 
150th Anniversary Exhibition of our parish with 
Archbishop Gregory Yong. On 8 September 2022, 
Prime Minister Mr Lee Hsien Loong, with his wife 
Mdm Ho Ching, attended the Archdiocesan 
Celebration of the Cardinalate Appointment of His 
Eminence Cardinal William Goh, who celebrated 
the Thanksgiving Solemn Mass at our church. 

We also salute many other people who have 
enriched our parish history in various ways.

     By Peter Ling 

Left: Fr Joachim 
Teng (right) in 1964 
with Mr Lee Kuan 
Yew (left). Right : 
Cardinal William 
Goh in 2022 with 
Mr Lee Hsien Loong 
and Mdm Ho Ching.



AROUND THE PARISH

First Wed Mass in Honor of St Joseph (Wed 05 Feb)

Scripture Series : The Book of Judith (Commencing Thu 6 Feb) 

Come join Fr Ambrose Vaz as he journeys through the Book of Judith. 
All are welcome.  You can attend any of the sessions.  Just bring along your bibles.  



AROUND THE PARISH

Children’s Mass (Sat 8 Feb @ 5.30 pm)

First Friday Mass and Holy Hour (Fri 7 Feb @ 7.15 pm)

Children aged 6 – 11 who are interested in joining the Little Praisers choir, can contact 
Simon @ 9139 6399.  



AROUND THE PARISH

Mass for the Sick (Sun 09 Feb @ 5.30 pm)

Bible4Beginners (Tue 11 & 18 Feb @ 8 pm via Zoom)

Learn about the Bible, its origins, authenticity, structure, and how it can play a major part in your faith 
journey, bringing you closer to God. 
Please register at: https://tinyurl.com/BibleBasics2025

Commencement of Secondary Catechism (Sun 09 Feb @ 9.30 am)



AROUND THE PARISH

Holy Hour for Vocations (Thu 20 Feb @ 8 pm)

Infant Baptism (Closing Date : 15 Feb)



AROUND THE PARISH

Praying with Scripture (Tue 25 Feb @ 8 pm via Zoom)

Prayer thru Music (Fri 21 Feb @ 8 pm) 

Learn how to pray with the Bible using the ancient method of Lectio Divina, which means 'Divine 
Reading'. Through contemplating and 'chewing' on the Word of God, we can learn to hear God's voice 
speaking more clearly to us. 
Please register at: https://tinyurl.com/BibleBasics2025



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

My Personal Moral Compass (Commencing on 3 Feb)

Get introduced to the basics of morality, which are applicable to all and not just Christians. Come and 
build an ethical foundation so you can journey towards fulfilling your potential as a person made in the 
image of God.

Lead Like Jesus (Commencing 15 Feb)

Effective leadership - whether on the job, in the community, at church or in the home - starts on the 
inside. Knowing who we are, and to whom we belong to.  One deals with one's relationship to Christ. 
The other with one's life purpose.

A foundational module based on the servant leadership modelled by Jesus Christ, exploring the 4 
domains of leading like Jesus: the heart, head, hands and habits.



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Inner Healing Retreat (13 – 16 Feb)



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Little Shepherds’ Schoolhouse @ St Joseph’s Church Open House (Sat 15 Feb)



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

FRIENDSGIVING: Praying Our Friendships (21 – 23 Feb)

Friendship is a sacrament of God’s love and a gift. In this 
uniquely crafted retreat, you are to bring a friend (could 
be a family member, a colleague, etc) and celebrate this 
gift together. You will also discover how Jesus continues to 
draw you into a deeper friendship with Him. 

Register early using QR code

Landings

Thinking about starting your journey back to the Church in 2025?  
Are you searching for a journey back to the heart of the church?
It's time to answer the call.
Landings, a reconciliation ministry built for returning Catholics, is conducting a 10-week programme at two 
locations:- 
Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS) on Tuesday evenings, 8pm - 10pm beginning 4th March 
2025 –
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd (CGS) on Friday evenings 7.30pm - 9.30pm, beginning 7th March 2025 - 
30th May 2025 with a weekend Retreat.
Recover the faith that never left you!
Register to find out more here: https://landings.typeform.com/comehome



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Building Trust (Commencing 8 Mar)

Take some time out with the Lord 
as He invites you to "come away by 
yourselves to a deserted place and 
rest a while.”  [Mark 6:31]

This is a 3-day silent retreat 
suitable for beginners and busy 
people. 

Register early using QR code.

Quieting The Soul (7 – 9 Mar) 

Through conversations and interactive group activities, participants will develop a shared understanding 
of trust and take personal responsibility for how they can develop deeper levels of trust at an inter-
personal and group level.



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Creating Safe Spaces (22 – 23 Mar)

Marriage Preparation Courses

This two-day workshop seminar introduces Safeguarding as Charism and Spirituality, starting with its 
theological and spiritual foundation. Abuse and all its forms will be defined. The dynamics of victimization 
and offending will also be explored. This workshop is highly recommended to all holding leadership 
positions in the Church.

As Pope Francis insists, “We are a sign that the ministry of safeguarding belongs to all of us as it is part of 
the Church's ministry, indeed of evangelization itself,” and without safe spaces and interior freedom from 
the heart, our Church will never be safe where the Gospel is freely proclaimed.



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

CSC Events



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

CBN Counselling
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