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MASS SCHEDULE

WEEKDAY MASSES (Chapel of St Joseph) 
Mon – Fri : 6.30am, 6.30pm                       
Sat  : 6.30am

WEEKEND MASSES                               

Sat :  5.30pm (Sunset)                          
Sun : 7.30am (Mandarin),                              
9.30am, 11.30am and 5.30pm

CONFESSIONS                                     
15 mins before all weekend Masses in 
the Reconciliation Rooms in Church.

ADORATION ROOM                            
Mon – Fri : 8.00am to 9.00pm                          
Sat           : 9.30am to 7.00pm                      
Sun          : 8.00am to 7.00pm                
Public Holidays : 8.00am to 4.00pm   

COLUMBARIUM / ROSARY GARDEN / 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS                       
Mon – Sun : 8.00am to 8.00pm            

MEDIA CENTRE (BOOKSHOP)            
Sat : 4.30pm to 7.00pm                                 
Sun : 8.30am to 1.00pm                                    
Every 2nd Sunday : 8.30am to 1.00pm, 

   5.30pm to 7.00pm 

DEVOTIONS                                          
Holy Hour : First Friday @ 8.00pm                
in Main Church (unless otherwise stated)

Mass in Honour of St Joseph :                 
First Wednesday @ 8.00pm                                
in Main Church

Divine Mercy :                                                
Every Friday @ 8.00pm (except First Fri) 
in the Chapel of St Joseph

Garden Rosary :                                           
First Saturday after the 5.30pm Mass

Grotto Rosary : Every 13th of the month 
after 6.30pm Mass (weekdays only)

Holy Hour for Vocations :                       
Every Third Thursday of the month in 
the Chapel of St Joseph @ 8.00pm

Blessing of Expectant Mothers:                       
Every Fourth Sunday of the month
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Gate Opening Hours:

8.00am to 9.00pm

OTHER SERVICES

From the Desk of the Parish Priest

Sacrament of Confirmation

By the Sacrament of Confirmation, the baptised are 
more perfectly bound to the Church and are 
enriched with a special strength of the Holy Spirit. 
Hence they are, as true witnesses of Christ, more 
strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith by 
word and deed.                                          — CCC 1285

This Sunday, 86 confirmands, comprising 78 youth and 8 adults, will 
embark on the next milestone in their faith journey as they receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation at the 11:30 am Mass, celebrated by 
Cardinal William Goh. 

Let us lift them in prayer, that the Holy Spirit will infuse them with 
wisdom, fortitude, and counsel, empowering them to walk boldly in 
their faith. May the Spirit's gentle guidance and loving counsel be their 
constant companion, and may their hearts remain steadfast in devotion 
to God.

July is Bible Month

This July, let's journey to the heart of our faith – the Bible! Join our 
month-long celebration of Scripture, reflection, and community, packed 
with exciting activities for all ages. Mark your calendars and come 
together with us to deepen our understanding of God's Word and 
strengthen our bonds as a community.

Catholic News is here! Fr Andre Christophe’s 70th 
sacerdotal anniversary, scammers pretending to be 
Cardinal Goh, and Corpus Christi procession photos. 



Our 180th Anniversary (2026) Series – “St Joseph: Model of All Who Work”                                                    
Article 8

Major seminary in our parish

Did you know that St Joseph’s Church in Bukit Timah 
(SJCBT) has had two seminaries in its history? The 
first was the Redemptorist Major Seminary between 
1972-1974 in what is now the Montfort Centre (the 
seminary was then shifted to Bangalore in India). The 
second is the St Francis Xavier Major Seminary 
(SFXMS) since 2018. 

The history of SFXMS can be divided into pre-1983 
and post-1983. Before 1983, seminarians studied at 
the St Francis Xavier Minor Seminary, which was 
established in 1925 at the Church of Our Lady of the 
Nativity in Upper Serangoon by Bishop Emile Barillon 
from the Missions Étrangères de Paris (MEP). 
Seminarians studied in Latin for four years at the 
Minor Seminary and moved on to advanced priestly 
studies at the College General in Penang, Malaya. 

College General or its other name of Seminary of the 
Holy Angels started in Penang in 1808 as a legacy of 
MEP, which had shifted its regional seminary 
locations from Thailand to Cambodia to India and 
then to Malaya for reasons of political stability and 
geographical convenience. In the early 1850s, Fr 
Claude Tisserand from College General started a 
Minor Seminary in Singapore, St Mary’s College, but 
this was discontinued after a year when he built a 
new seminary building near schools in Penang.

A major contributor to the St Francis Xavier Minor 
Seminary in Singapore was Fr Pierre Barthoulot, who 
was Rector for 22 years between 1949-1971. He was 
dubbed ‘The Maker of Priests’ as he mentored 
several prominent priests – Archbishop Nicholas 
Chia, Msgr Ambrose Vaz, Msgr Francis Lau, Fr Cyril 
Lee, Fr Noel Chin, Fr Paul Goh, and Fr Robert 
Balhetchet.  Fr Gregory Yong, later the Archbishop of 
Singapore, had assisted Fr Barthoulot for eight years.

Sending seminarians to Penang had its problems in 
the 1960s and 1970s. Malaysia had a quota on 
foreign missionaries and Singapore seminarians were 
classified as missionaries because College General 
was not an institution of higher learning.  In 1983, 
Archbishop Gregory Yong decided to have a Major 
Seminary in Singapore, with Fr Noel Chin as Rector. 

After 1983, the Major Seminary also had several

location changes. During construction of the 
Major Seminary in Punggol, the Major Seminary 
used the premises of the Minor Seminary in Upper 
Serangoon Road. In 1988, Archbishop Yong 
blessed and opened the Punggol Seminary. 
Between 2005-2013, then Fr William Goh became 
the first alumnus of the Major Seminary to be 
Rector. In 2015, the Major Seminary was housed 
at St Teresa’s Church while construction took place 
in SJCBT for a bigger building to house both the 
Major Seminary and the Catholic Theological 
Institute of Singapore (CTIS). 

In 2018, Archbishop William Goh blessed the 
Major Seminary building. In 2019, a time capsule 
to preserve the Major Seminary’s legacy was 
installed, to be opened in 2069.

Seminarians at the Major Seminary, which was 
affiliated to the Pontifical Urbania University in 
Rome in 2007, study in English for eight years: 1st 
Year Initiation Year cover Church Latin, Salvation 
History, Christian Spirituality and Personal Growth 
& Development; 2nd-3rd Years of Philosophy 
Studies include Scripture, Metaphysics, 
Epistemology, Logic, Hebrew, Greek, History of 
Philosophy and Moral Philosophy; 4th Year is 
usually an attachment to a parish; and 5th-8th Years 
of Theology Studies offer Scripture, Liturgy, Church 
History, Dogmatic Theology, Sacramental Theology 
and Canon Law.

The seminary over the years has produced local 
shepherds who have been familiar faces in SJCBT, 
for example, SFXMS Rector Fr Valerian Cheong, 
CTIS Rector Msgr James Yeo, Fr Christopher Lee, 
Msgr Peter Zhang, Fr Joseph Zhang and Fr Edward 
Seah. Students have also come from ASEAN, 
China, East Timor, Hong Kong, Macao and Mexico.

We pray that the Major Seminary will continue to 
be the ‘Maker of Priests’ now and in the future. 
     
     By Peter Ling

Above: Fr Pierre Barthoulot, ‘The Maker of Priests’ who also spoke fluent 
Teochew, served as priest-in-residence in our parish in 1998 at aged 82 and 
was Assistant Parish Priest from 1998-2002. 
Right: SFXMS has been in our parish grounds since 2018.



AROUND THE PARISH – BIBLE MONTH

Intro to the Bible (Sat 12 Jul @ 3.15 pm)

Kick-starting the events is a talk by Fr Valerian Cheong, Rector of St Francis Xavier Major Seminary.  He 
will touch on the Principles of understanding / reading the Bible.  A talk not to be missed.  

Bible Fair (Sat Jul)

In conjunction with Fr Valerian’s talk, the Daughters of St Paul will be having a Bible Fair. 
Come and discover the various types of Bibles that the Media Centre carries. 



AROUND THE PARISH – BIBLE MONTH (cont’d)

Bible Reflection & Sharing (Sun 13, 20 & 27 Jul)

After the 11.30 am Mass, join the Faith & Bible Community as they reflect on the Sunday Scripture.  

Cme and discover how to pray with the bible using Visio Divina, Lectio Divina and Ignatian Contemplation.  
This session will be facilitated by Jane Lau. 
Do bring along your bibles.

How to Pray with the Bible (Sat 19 Jul @ 3.30 pm)



AROUND THE PARISH – BIBLE MONTH (cont’d)

Art & Faith Talk on the Gospel of Luke (Sat 26 Jul)

Join Patricia Tan as she dives into the key themes in the Gospel of Luke through works of art.  A talk not 
to be missed.  

For Children and Youth
There will also be exclusive activities planned for our children taking catechism and the Youth in our 
community.  

Come and growth your faith by participating in these activities specially planned with you in mind.  



AROUND THE PARISH

Preparation for Consecration to St Joseph 



AROUND THE PARISH

Ananias Training 

Helpers Needed for Kids Bible Camp 2025 

Adult and Youth Helpers (Sec 1 and above) needed for the Kids Bible Camp in September! Come and help 
with games, art and craft, songs and drama and more! Sign up at: Http://tinyurl.com/KBC25Helper

Would you like to help others grow closer to God? Sign up tor the Ananias Training which will help you 
better understand the thresholds of faith others are at so that you can better accompany them. 
Sign up at tinyurl.com/Ananias2



AROUND THE PARISH

The Medica Centre will also hold a Mid-Year Sale with discounts up to 70%. 

Intercessory Prayers (Wed 9 Jul @ 8 pm)

Media Centre : Mid-Year Sale (Sat 12 Jul & Sun 13 Jul)



AROUND THE PARISH

If you are a Young Working Catholic, you're warmly invited to an afternoon of discussion, food and 
fellowship with clergy and fellow young Catholics. Please register by June 30: 
https://tinyurl.com/YWCBalance

Young Adults:  Faith, Work, Life - Finding the Balance (Sun 13 Jul)

Neighbourhood Christian Community (Sat 12 Jul & Sun 13 Jul)

Inviting all parishioners to come together monthly for fellowship and grow in faith together. Saturday 12 
July 3.15-4.45pm and Sunday 13 July 10.45-12.15pm (you can attend either). Join our Whatsapp 
Community for more details: tinyurl.com/SJCBTNCC



AROUND THE PARISH

Prayer thru Music (Fri 25 Jul @ 8 pm)

Exam Novena Prayers (beginning Sat 26 Jul)

All those preparing for exams, especially the PSLE, 'O', 'N' and 'A' levels are invited to join in our Exam 
Novena Prayers as a family. 
Zoom link: tinyurl.com/ExamNovena2025



AROUND THE PARISH

Tuesday Morning Manna (beginning Tue 5 Aug)

Infant Baptism

Please note the schedule for Infant Baptism for the second half of the year.  Deadline for registration 
for both dates is 15 August. 



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Who is the Man of the Shroud (13 Jul / 14 Jul / 15 Jul / 17 Jul)

Blessed Beginnings (12 Jul & 19 Jul)

Calling all expectant and new parents! Join us for a two-part, faith-based workshop designed to prepare 
you for the beautiful journey ahead, rooted in Catholic teachings and focused on childbirth, 
breastfeeding, and the sacred vocation of parenting.

Father Dalton is a Professor of Theology and expert on the Holy Shroud. His approach bridges the gap 
between scientific observation and theological interpretation.  The same talk is delivered in 4 locations. 



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Be Encouraged (Fri 18 Jul – Sun 20 Jul)

Catholic Nurses & Healthcare Professionals Annual Celebration (Sun 03 Aug)  



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Praying our Crossroads (9 – 10 Aug)

Emmanuel (Tue 12 Aug)

Are you approaching retirement or already navigating the joys and challenges of your golden years?
Join us for a meaningful time of reflection as we explore how to navigate this stage of life with confidence 
and clarity.  We’ll share practical tips for managing fears of growing old, rediscover our purpose and 
redefine priorities for a fulfilling journey ahead towards our final destination.  All the while drawing 
encouragement from the truth that we are never alone, Emmanuel – God is with us.



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

God Money & Me (16 Aug)

Difficult Leadership Conversation (Sat 16 Aug)



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Marriage Encounter Weekend



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Vocation Retreat 2025 (22 – 24 Aug)

Belovedness (23 – 24 Aug)

Have you felt a desire to give more? Do you think the Lord may be inviting you to consider the diocesan 
priesthood? The St Francis Xavier Major Seminary invites all young men aged 21 to 35 for their annual 
Vocation Retreat happening from 22 to 24 August. Priority will be given to first timers. Please use the 
attached QR code or registration links to sign-up.



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Renew, Reignite & Rediscover (11 – 14 Sept)

This retreat, guided by Sr. Kriz, RC and Fr. Jerome SJ, is designed to help participants deepen their 
relationship with the self, others and God. Through an arrangement of rest, simple leisure activities, prayer 
and reflection, we hope to provide a safe space for self-discovery, self-acceptance and emotional growth as 
we evaluate: Why do I do the things I do?   
Due to peak season (school holidays), we need to confirm registrations early for accommodation and ferry 
arrangements. 

Developing A Discerning Heart (Sat 30 Aug)



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Retrouvaille Weekend (26 Sep – 28 Sep)

If you are considering separation, divorce, or are already divorced and want to get back together, 
Retrouvaille may just be what you need as a couple. 
Retrouvaille is an international programme that came to Singapore in 1993. The programme aims to help 
troubled couples mend their relationships.
The Retrouvaille Weekend starts on 26 September, Friday at 8pm and finishes on 28 September, Sunday 
at 6pm. This is a Couple stay-in weekend. 
If you have questions? Feel free to contact Joan at 9628 0188.
Register via bit.ly/RetroWE 



AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Landings
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